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Paul Sangster WINS TOP AWARD IN 

WORLD’S LARGEST BEER COMPETITION

San Diego, CA  • July 11, 2011 — Paul Sangster, a resident of Carlsbad, CA and a member of QUAFF homebrew club, recently claimed the Ninkasi Award, named for the Sumerian goddess of beer, given to the winningest brewer in the 33rd annual American Homebrewers Association (AHA) National Homebrew Competition—the world’s largest beer competition.  This year’s competition had 6,996 total entries.  The competition award winners were announced on June 18th in San Diego at the awards banquet during the American Homebrewers Association’s National Homebrewers Conference.

With one gold medal, and one silver medal, Sangster was in a 3-way points tie with John Aitchison (one gold medal and two bronze medals) of Northridge, CA, and David Motter (one gold medal and a silver medal) of Peoria, IL as the winningest brewers in the Final Round of the competition. Sangster’s 9 winning entries in the First Round of the competition (used as the tie-breaker in the Ninkasi Award) proved decisive, earning him the competition’s top prize, the Ninkasi Award, named for the Sumerian goddess of beer.  Sangster earned his gold medal for his Eisbock (a strong, dark, malty lager style), and the silver medal for his Best Bitter (an English pale ale style). 
To claim the Ninkasi Award in the National Homebrew Competition, contestants must submit their entries to judging in one of ten regional competitions held earlier in the year (the First Round). After being judged by a panel of brewing experts, the winners advance to the Final Round judging conducted by a national panel of judges during the AHA National Homebrewers Conference. Entrants win points toward the Ninkasi Award for every Final Round medal they earn in the 28 categories. 

“This being the world’s largest and most prestigious homebrew competition, winning the Ninkasi Award in the National Homebrew Competition is the greatest accomplishment to which a homebrewer can aspire,” states National Homebrew Competition Director Janis Gross. “Paul Sangster can fairly boast that he is the best homebrewer in the world.”

The Ninkasi Award is sponsored by Boston Beer Company.
The AHA National Homebrew Competition recognizes the most outstanding homemade beer, mead, and cider being produced by homebrewers worldwide.  Over its 33-year history, the AHA National Homebrew Competition has evaluated 87,496 brews.  The first competition, held in 1979 in Boulder, CO, judged 34 beers.
The American Homebrewers Association has worked on behalf of the homebrewing community since 1978 and celebrates a membership of more than 25,000 homebrewers. The American Homebrewers Association (AHA) organizes events including the National Homebrewers Conference and National Homebrew Competition. The AHA also publishes Zymurgy magazine. The AHA is part of the Brewers Association, whose Brewers Publications division is the largest publisher of contemporary and relevant brewing literature for today’s craft brewers and homebrewers.

Beer lovers are invited to learn more about the dynamic world of craft beer at CraftBeer.com. Follow the AHA on Twitter, and join us on Facebook.
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