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Edward Walkowski wins cidermaker of the year award IN WORLD’S LARGEST AMATEUR BREWING COMPETITION

San Diego, CA • July 11, 2011 — Edward Walkowski, a resident of Dalton, PA and a member of the Scranton Area Amateur Zymologists (SAAZ) club, recently claimed the Cidermaker of the Year Award for the Best of Show Cider in the 33rd annual American Homebrewers Association (AHA) National Homebrew Competition—the world’s largest competition for amateur brewers.  This year’s competition had 6,996 total entries.  The competition award winners were announced on June 18th in San Diego at the awards banquet during the American Homebrewers Association’s National Homebrewers Conference.

Walkowski’s common perry took best-of-show honors among the competition’s 186 cider entries.  The Cidermaker of the Year Award was first given out in 1992.
To claim the Cidermaker of the Year Award in the National Homebrew Competition, contestants must first submit their entries into one of ten regional competitions held earlier in the year. After being judged by a panel of brewing experts, the winners are advanced to the Final Round judging, which is conducted by a national panel of judges during the National Homebrewers Conference. The gold medal winners in the two cider categories then compete for best of show. The best of show winner is then crowned Cidermaker of the Year.  

“This being the world’s largest and most prestigious amateur brewers competition, winning the Cidermaker of the Year Award in the National Homebrew Competition is the ultimate accomplishment for a home cidermaker,” states National Homebrew Competition Director Janis Gross. “Edward Walkowski can fairly boast that he made the best homebrewed cider in the world.”

The Cidermaker of the Year award is sponsored by Woodchuck Hard Cider.
The AHA National Homebrew Competition recognizes the most outstanding homemade beer, mead, and cider being produced by homebrewers worldwide.  Over its 33-year history the National Homebrew Competition has evaluated 87,496 brews.  The first competition, held in 1979 in Boulder, CO, judged 34 beers.

The American Homebrewers Association has worked on behalf of the homebrewing community since 1978 and celebrates a membership of more than 25,000 homebrewers. The American Homebrewers Association (AHA) organizes events including the National Homebrewers Conference and National Homebrew Competition. The AHA also publishes Zymurgy magazine. The AHA is part of the Brewers Association, whose Brewers Publications division is the largest publisher of contemporary and relevant brewing literature for today’s craft brewers and homebrewers.

Beer lovers are invited to learn more about the dynamic world of craft beer at CraftBeer.com. Follow the AHA on Twitter, and join us on Facebook. 
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